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THE AMERICAN LEGION

SLATE RIDGE POST NO. 182
Whiteford, Maryland 21160

To: Harford County Board of Appeals 9Nov2006

From: Commander Robert M. McFadden
The American Legion
Slate Ridge Post 182
Whiteford, Maryland 21160

This letter has been drawn up to justify our request for installing a new outdoor sign at
our Post located at 2217 Whiteford Road, Whiteford, Maryland 21160. I attended the
pre-application meeting back in February 2006. At that time it was suggested by Shane
Grimm to call Matk Redmond from the State Highway Administration to find out if the
location was satisfactory with them. After numerous attempts to contact him to get the
information, I have not heard very much out of him, so I have decided to go on with this
request. The only recommendation that I did receive from Mark was that they may want
to put up guard rails along the front of our property, however, there is been very little
communication since that time. You will see copies of email messages sent back and
forth between Mark, Shane, and myself. I have also included in this packet a letter
written and signed by the two members who originally constructed our current sign to
give you a date as to when it was constructed along with prints of what this current sign
looks like. You will notice that we also have a very bad looking free standing marquee
that we want to eliminate entirely. The modification to the current sign will take care of
this elimination and will beautify the looks of our Post to passing by motorists. The other
letter is from the only company in the United States that has the authority, through The
American Legion, Inc., to use The American Legion emblem on their products. This
company is The J.M. Stewart Corporation from Sarasota, Florida. Attached are examples
of the type of signs that are in consideration.

There are also other photos attached to give you a sense of why we are requesting that
this modification be done in the matter explained.

Due to the contour of our land, which you can see in the photos, the only level spot and
convenient location to place the new sign would be in the current location of the original
sign. You will see by a red string the drop off of our land. From the base of the original
sign back towards our Legion Building, there is a 7 % foot drop in grade. The distance
from the back base of the current sign to the building is 75 feet.



Our plan and request is to modify the current sign by removing the existing roof,
extending the foundation back towards the Legion Building, and re-locating the back
pillar, also towards the building, to allow the new sign to be placed between the 2 pillars.
This will not place the sign any closer to Route 136. The height of the new construction
would not be any higher that it currently is with the roof on as it is now.

This modification will allow us to remove the unbearable, free standing marquee, and
display our organization name and emblem with advertising of our organizations
functions of which the funds are used in donations to our veterans, the community, and to
our children in school, such as scholarships and other programs. The sign will aiso allow
us to inform other veterans who, due to health issues cannot attend our programs.

Residents in the area close to Qur Legion Home are as follows:

Dale Stonesiefer Christopher Sealy
1500 Ridge Road 2206 Whiteford Road
Whiteford, Maryland Whiteford, Maryland

We thank you for your consideration is this matter.

oy flaction

Commander Robert M McFadden
The American Legion
Slate Ridge Post 182
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DavIiD R. CRAIG

HARFORD COUNTY EXECUTIVE

C. PETE GUTWALD

LORRAINE COSTELLO DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ZONING
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
HARFORD COUNTY GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING ‘
‘;“ P
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BOARD OF APPEALS CASE NO. 5584 et e
APPLICANT/OWNER: American Legion Slate Ridge — Post 182

Co-APPLICANT:

REPRESENTATIVE:

LOCATION:

ACREAGE:

ZONING:

DATE FILED:

HEARING DATE:

2217 Whiteford Road, Whiteford, Maryland 21160

Commander Robert McFadden

3932 Davis Corner Road, Street, Maryland 21154

Applicants

2217 Whiteford Road — American Legion Slate Ridge — Post 182

Tax Map: 11/ Grid: 1C/ Parcel
Election District: Fifth (5)

4.13 acres
AG/Agricultural
November 20, 2006

February 12, 2007

APPLICANT’S REQUEST and JUSTIFICATION:

Request and Justification:

See ATTACHMENT 1.
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CODE REQUIREMENTS:

The Applicants are requesting a variance pursuant to Section 219-17and Section 219-12D of the
Harford County Sign Code to allow a permanent institutional sign within the 17-foot front yard
setback (1-foot proposed) in the AG/Agricultural District.

Section 219-17 of the Harford County Sign Code reads:

The Board may grant a variance from the provisions of this Chapter if, by reason of the
configuration or irregular shape of the lot or by reason of topographic conditions or other
exceptional circumstances unique to the lot or building, practical difficulty or unnecessary
hardship results. The Board shall, before granting the variance, make a written finding as part
of the record that the conditions or circumstances described are unique fo the lot or building,
that the conditions or circumstances cause the difficulty or hardship and that the variance can be
granted without impairment of the purpose and provisions of this chapter.

Section 219-12D of the Harford County Sign Code reads:

Permanent institutional signs. Signs of a permanent nature setting forth the name of places of
worship, service clubs, civic organization, public or service centers, public institutions, schools
or other similar uses shall be permitted if the setback is 1/3 of the required building setback of
the district. Hlumination shall be in accordance with the restrictions set forth in Section 219-11.
Such signs shall not exceed 54 square feet for the overall structure and shall not exceed 6 feet in
overall height.

LAND USE and ZONING ANALYSIS:

Land Use — Master Plan:

The Applicant's property is located on the north side of Whiteford Road (MD Route 136)
approximately 700-feet west of Ridge Road. A location map and a copy of the Applicant's site
plan are enclosed with the report (Attachments 2 and 3).

The subject property is located outside of the Development Envelope. The predominant land use
designation in this area of the County is Agricultural. The Rural Village of Whiteford is located
to the west of the subject property at the intersection of MD Route 165 and MD Route 136. The
Natural Features Map reflects Agricultural Preservation Districts and Easements, Stream
Systems, and Sensitive Species Project Review Areas. The subject property is designated as
Agricultural which is defined by the 2004 Master Plan as:

Agricultural — Areas where agriculture is the primary land use, but where developments
rights are available. Residential development is possible at a density of 1.0 dwelling unit
for every 10 acres. Commercial uses within this area are intended to serve the
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agriculture industry or residents of the area while maintaining the character of the
surrounding countryside.

Enclosed with the report are copies of portions of the 2004 Land Use Map and the Natural
Features Map (Attachments 4 and 5).

Land Use — Existing:

The existing land uses conform to the overall intent of the 2004 Master Plan. The predominant
land use in the area is Agricultural which includes cropland, pastureland and large areas of dense
woodland. There are scattered single family residential subdivisions in the area. Commercial
and industrial uses are located in and around the Rural Village of Whiteford. The topography in
this area ranges from rolling to steep especially near the stream valleys and their many
tributaries. A topography map and an aerial photograph are enclosed with the report
(Attachments 6 and 7).

The subject parcel is located on the north side of Whiteford Road (MD Route 136) and is 4.13+
acres in size. The parcel is rectangular in shape and has approximately 430-feet of road frontage
along Whiteford Road. The subject property is currently improved with a large Morton style
building which houses the American Legion Slate Ridge — Post 182. The subject property is also
improved with a large parking area and several accessory structures.

The topography of the property is moderately sloping from the west to the east. The shoulder of
Whiteford Road drops sharply down to the parking area in front of the American Legion
building. This parking area is approximately 8-feet below the shoulder of Whiteford Road.
Enclosed with the report are site photographs (Attachments 8).

Zoning:

The zoning classifications in the area are consistent with the 2004 Master Plan as well as the
existing land uses. The predominant zoning classification for the area is AG/Agricultural. There
are areas of VR/Village Residential, VB/Village Business, B2/Community Business,
Cl/Commercial Industrial and GI/General Industrial in and around the Rural Village of
Whiteford located to the west of the subject property. Enclosed with the report is a copy of the
Zoning Map (Attachment 9).

SUMMARY:
The Applicants are requesting a variance pursuant to Section 219-17and Section 219-12D of the
Harford County Sign Code to allow a permanent institutional sign within the 17-foot front yard

setback (1-foot proposed) in the AG/Agricultural District.

Section 219-17 of the Harford County Sign Code reads:
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The Board may grant a variance from the provisions of this Chapter if, by reason of the
configuration or irregular shape of the lot or by reason of topographic conditions or other
exceptional circumstances unique to the lot or building, practical difficulty or unnecessary
hardship results. The Board shall, before granting the variance, make a written finding as part
of the record that the conditions or circumstances described are unique to the lot or building,
that the conditions or circumstances cause the difficulty or hardship and that the variance can be
granted without impairment of the purpose and provisions of this chapter.

The Applicants are requesting a variance to replace an existing permanent institutional sign for
the American Legion Slate Ridge — Post 182. The Applicants have provided a letter from the
individuals who constructed the original sign (Attachment 10). The sign was constructed around
1977 without a zoning certificate.

The Applicants are proposing to replace the existing sign with a new sign that is more visible,
provides a larger advertising area, and is more aesthetically appealing. The existing sign is
constructed of brick and wood covered by a small roof. The sign only identifies the Legion and
Post Number but does not have any changeable advertising area. The Legion currently
advertises their numerous functions throughout the year on a portable billboard that is located at
the entrance to the Legion. The new sign will utilize the existing pillar closest to Whiteford
Road and a portion of the existing foundation. The new sign will maintain the existing setback.
The foundation will have to be extended towards the American Legion building in order to
accommodate the new sign. The Applicants have provided an illustration of the proposed sign
(Attachment 11). The sign will be less than the 54 square feet permitted by Code.

The required setback for an institutional sign in the Agricultural district is 17-feet. The presence
of the steep slope along Whiteford Road poses a practical difficulty for the Applicants. If the
sign were located at the required setback, the top of the sign would be approximately 3-feet
below Whiteford Road. The sign would not be visible to passing motorists unless it was erected
on a pole or large supporting structure. It is the Department of Planning and Zoning’s opinion
that the proposed sign will not pose any hazards and will be more aesthetically appealing than
the existing identification sign and portable sign.

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has reviewed the proposal and has determined that the
new sign is not located within the SHA right-of-way and will not pose a hazard.

The Department finds that the subject property is unique based on its topography. The request
will not have an adverse impact on the adjacent roads, neighborhood or the intent of the Code.

RECOMMENDATION and or SUGGESTED CONDITIONS:

The Department of Planning and Zoning recommends that the request be approved subject to the
following conditions:
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1. The Applicants shall obtain all necessary permits and inspections for the sign.
2. The new sign shall not extend any closer towards Whiteford Road than the existing
sign.
3. The portable sign shall be removed from the premises.

ol M/ML-

Shapé P. Grithm /AICP g;;p ony S. Mc€fun€, AICP

hief, Site Plan and Building Permits uty Director, Planning and Zoning
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